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Feature Article—Infection Prevention Week: October 15-21, 2017
By: Rose Kreller, APRN, MSN

International Infection Prevention Week is approaching. Whether your facility is acute care,
medical office or long term care, Infection Prevention is now the standard for protecting
healthcare workers and patients. A recent study from the Columbia School of Nursing
found that 40% of students felt they needed more instruction on preventing and controlling
infections in the busy healthcare environment. Is your staff informed? Do they have the
training and supplies they need? Do they have management and physician support? Is
monitoring in place to determine the effectiveness of your infection prevention activities?
What are your immunization policies?
Current recommendations include having defined objectives and guidelines for your
facility. Educate and train workers on these guidelines and practices regularly. Look at
multiple strategies, not just handwashing and sanitizer use. Address facility policy on
cleaning and disinfecting of surfaces and devices and antibiotic use. Also assess isolation,
and droplet and contact transmission precautions. Don’t forget about supplies and
equipment utilized in infection prevention, i.e. gloves, masks, and other personal
protective equipment.
Be sure to allow for staff feedback regarding strategies that are/are not working. Infection
prevention is the responsibility of all workers in the healthcare setting.

MEDI PUZZLER
Unscramble each of the clue words.
Take the letters that appear in
boxes and unscramble them for the final message.

To enter for the chance at a prize, visit our Facebook page and comment the answer on our pinned post.
You must be a Facebook follower to be eligible. All answers must be submitted no later than October 1st.
www.facebook.com/MediMidwest

DID YOU KNOW?

The 5 Moments of Hand Hygiene

ü Office phones have 25,000 germs per square inch.

Before patient contact

ü 80% of infections spread via hands.
ü The average computer mouse is 3X dirtier than a toilet seat.

Before aseptic task

ü Most germs can survive on your hands for 3 hours.

After body fluid exposure

ü In 2015, Sherwin-Williams developed Paint Shield, an

After patient contact

EPA-approved bacteria killing paint.

ü You have 1,458 unique forms of bacteria
in your belly button.

After contact with patient surroundings
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Medi-Waste President Appointed to National Board
David Kreller, President of Midwest Medical Waste/Medi-Waste Disposal, has been
appointed to the Board of Directors of the Medical Waste Management Association (MWMA).
MWMA was formed in 2016 to serve transporters, processors and healthcare professionals
responsible for disposal of medical and regulated waste. MWMA serves as an advocate for
safe and ethical medical waste disposal practices, as well as a resource for relevant and
emerging information in the industry.
Please join us in congratulating David on this position.
For more information on the MWMA, visit their website at www.medwasteonline.org.

